Case Study 3: Bus2Antarctica
Do you think traveling by bus, among the locals, gave the author a greater connection with, or appreciation for, his surroundings? For example, while traveling in Bolivia, all of the passengers were expected to push the bus out of the mud when it frequently became stuck. What are the advantages of traveling by bus? What are the disadvantages? What is your favorite way to travel and why? 
Taking a road less travelled, going off the beaten path, and expecting the unexpected. This is exactly what Andrew Evans did, which led to the recollection of his journey, told in his article “Bus2Antarctica.” Evans decided that travelling by flight would be far too typical en-route to the least visited continent in the world —Antarctica. An extravagant endeavor in itself, the typical path would be incredibly disappointing, not to mention the stories would be far less interesting. This decision led to Evans stepping foot onto his first bus in Washington D.C., preparing for a 10,000-mile, 1,100-dollar, journey down South America. 
Travelling by bus used to be far more common than it is now in the United States. In other countries, however, such as South America, this is still a very common form of travel. With the emergence of flights, cars, and boats, there are a multitude of options that previously were technologically out of reach, or financially unattainable. Despite the development of more modern offerings, what has been lost in the midst of the evolution of travel? Human connection. Full of headphones and cell phones, and more recently, masks and social distancing, interaction during travel has diminished in recent years. Evans witnessed the opposite of this unfortunate reality in his journey, however. This was witnessed firsthand when the bus got stuck in Bolivia. Evans recalled, “together we built piles of rocks behind each tire, then put shoulder to bumper and heaved. When we finally dislodged the bus, we sloshed through puddles to reboard” (Evans, 2013). This is a type of connection that is often overlooked, and an experience like this is a reminder of not only human togetherness, but the power of teamwork. Typically, it is expected to get from point A to point B with no hiccups. On this journey, however, a plan B was always anticipated, and all the travelers were encouraged to partake on the wild ride. 
In addition to human connection, traveling through rugged environments is a reminder of all the privileges that are often overlooked and taken for granted. To elaborate, Evans emphasizes “asphalt, smooth asphalt, returned in Argentina” (Evans, 2013). This is something that individuals have grown accustomed to in the United States, and even tend to complain about potholes and rougher roads. This goes to show that not every location has the luxuries and amenities that other countries have become familiar with. Additionally, Evans recollects that “still, travelling to Argentina was a relief because everything was suddenly easy. Need a shower and a nap before your next bus? There’s a hotel with rooms for a few dollars an hour around the corner. Plus, you can check your e-mail and recharge any batteries” (Evans, 2013). Again, having access to a shower and bed is something that Evans had a changed outlook on, upon going days without them.
In addition, travelling by bus offers a more thorough view of beautiful areas and experiences that may otherwise be a five-minute overpass on a plane. Evans stated that “…I boarded the next bus and within hours was traveling through the beautiful and steep Columbian Andes. These eventually gave way to Ecuador’s endless green banana fields. Then came a jungle road in Peru that turned into a desert track; I tasted the dust on my teeth” (Evans, 2013). This experience is something that is simply unattainable on a plane. No plane ride will provide a passenger with such an in-depth look at so many different landscapes and views. In addition, no plane ride will get an individual so close to the scenery that they can taste it. Although it may be the slower choice, the value of being able to soak in the whole experience is something that should not go unnoticed. 
As mentioned previously, there are several advantages to choosing a four-wheel travel option. There is far more potential for memories and experiences, in addition to a more scenic, slowed-down route. Bus travelers will witness sites that are not even visible from a bird’s-eye perspective. Additionally, there is a higher likelihood of individuals developing powerful connections and memories, who may have never met otherwise. Still, it is important to acknowledge that bus-riding is not always glamorous. Evans did a great job of describing the hardship he went through travelling by bus as well. To elaborate, sleeping discomfort, the inability to shower every day, and twisty, rough roads are all important factors to consider when deciding whether or not to travel by bus. In addition, this option will take far longer than a flight over to the next country will. Additionally, not everything may go according to plan, and literally and metaphorically, your bus might get stuck in Bolivia. 
As for me, my preferred choice of travel would be by car or plane, dependent on the distance. I have also enjoyed travelling by train as well, but I only faintly remember this experience and it is a very expensive option. A car is a great option for a quick trip, with the ability to load up the trunk, pack as many snacks as possible, and be able to stop whenever you’d like. For longer trips, however, a plane ride seems more reasonable than a multiple day trip in a car. For example, a two-hour flight to see my family in Tucson sure beats the nine-hour trek in my vehicle. However, costs are always a factor, and usually, the plane ticket cost surpass the gas charges. Maybe Andrew Evans will inspire me to one day take a bus all the way back home to Tucson, who knows. 
Overall, bus rides today are a frequently overlooked option. This did not deter Evans from going on a journey of a lifetime, before even reaching his dream destination of Antarctica. Evans shared both the good and the bad moments of travelling 10,000 miles on a bus. It is important to weigh out all options before selecting a preferred travel method. For Evans, this is what felt right for this journey. He likely inspired many others to opt into a ride-by-bus vacation one day as well. 
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